goes, but it does not go very far. The way to look at the question is to consider the whole of life as one race, and that a long one. Of this long race the few years at college form a brief part. Now, every man who intends to win a long race begins steadily and soberly. If " Let the dispensary (the out-patient department) be reserved for the senior students. They are in a position to learn there from the necessarily brief remarks of the teachers that rapid decision in diagnosis and treatment which is essential to the success of their future work in actual practice, while the juniors, who make little of it and by their presence crowd out the seniors,, would be much better confined to the wards, where they learn dressing, &c., and listen to the full and detailed description of cases possible there." A fairly long course of experience in the out-patient room would save many blunders in the early days of practice, for the out-patients give a far better idea of diseases as they are generally met with in ordinary practice, than the selected and typical cases admitted into the wards. And moreover, the greater freedom enjoyed by the out-patients will frequently
give examples of that power of evading and misinterpreting doctor's orders which so many people possess, and which, with the resulting apparent failure of the means of cure so often bewilder the young practitioner.
In-patients may demonstrate disease, but out-patients show human nature; and a knowledge of this is as essential to a success as even technical skill. We hope that the Western Infirmary will awake to an appreciation of this and the other suggestions of its former students; not, indeed, that it may lessen the numbers of London students,'but that those who still goto it may go forth into the world as fully equipped as their brethren of the south.
